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INTRODUCTION

Genesis Chapter 27 presents one of the most dramatic accounts of domestic conflict, broken trust,
and spiritual  blindness in the Old Testament.  While the human elements of  the narrative are
marked by calculated manipulation, physical appetites,  and outright deception, the underlying
theological reality highlights the absolute supremacy of divine sovereignty. This study focuses on
how God overrules the sins and carnal strategies of man to immutably establish His covenant
promises.

1. THE INTENTIONAL REBELLION OF ISAAC (GENESIS 27:1–4)

GENESIS 27:1–2

"Now it came about when Isaac was old and his eyes were too dim to see, that he called his older son
Esau and said to him, 'My son.' And he said to him, 'Here I am.' Isaac said, 'Behold now, I am old and I
do not know the day of my death.'" 

The chapter opens by highlighting the physical frailty of Isaac, whose failing eyesight symbolizes a
deeper spiritual blindness. Fully aware of the divine oracle given before the birth of the twins—
declaring that "the elder shall serve the younger" (Genesis 25:23)—Isaac nevertheless attempts to
circumvent God's plan. Driven by a carnal favoritism for Esau and a craving for wild game, Isaac
designs  a  private,  ceremonial  meal  to  bestow  the  foundational  Abrahamic  blessing  upon  his
firstborn son, acting in open disobedience to the revealed will of God.

2. THE IMPATIENT MANIPULATION OF REBEKAH AND JACOB
(GENESIS 27:5–17)

Upon overhearing Isaac's secret instructions, Rebekah steps in to alter the outcome. Rather than
approaching her husband with a prophetic appeal or waiting faithfully upon the Lord to fulfill His
word, she resorts to carnal ingenuity.  She convinces Jacob to participate in an elaborate ruse:
processing domestic  goat  meat  to  taste  like  wild  venison,  dressing him in Esau’s  garments  to
replicate his field smell, and applying goat skins to disguise his smooth hands and neck. Jacob's
primary concern is  not the moral weight of  the deception,  but the fear of being exposed and
cursed by his father. Rebekah willingly absorbs this liability, asserting, "Your curse be upon me,
my son,"  demonstrating  an  impatient  faith  that  attempts  to  achieve  a  righteous  end  through
unrighteous means.
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3. THE EXECUTION OF DECEPTION (GENESIS 27:18–29)

GENESIS 27:22

"Jacob came close to Isaac his father, and he felt him and said, 'The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the
hands are the hands of Esau.'" 

In his father’s tent, Jacob delivers a series of explicit verbal lies, even going so far as to claim that
the Lord God provided him with the meat by special providence. Isaac's suspicions are aroused by
the uncanny speed of the preparation and the unmistakable tone of Jacob's voice. However, Isaac
chooses to rely on his physical  senses—touching the coarse animal skin,  tasting the food,  and
smelling the country aroma of Esau's clothing—rather than heeding the audible truth. Through
this  sensory  confusion,  Isaac  pronounces  the  irreversible  patriarchal  blessing,  granting  Jacob
agricultural abundance, domestic leadership, and global prominence.

4. THE BITTER CRY AND THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE OVERRULE
(GENESIS 27:30–40)

The moment Esau returns from the field, the deception is uncovered, causing Isaac to tremble
violently with a great shaking. This profound physical reaction stems from a sudden, terrifying
realization that he has been fighting against the Almighty. Recognizing that God’s sovereign decree
cannot be thwarted by human manipulation,  Isaac submits to the reality of  the situation and
confirms: "Yes, and he shall be blessed!"

Esau responds with an exceeding great and bitter cry, blaming Jacob for twice supplanting him. As
noted  in  Hebrews  12:16–17,  Esau's  tears  reflect  worldly  sorrow over  lost  material  and  social
privileges, rather than true repentance for previously despising his spiritual birthright. Isaac can
only grant him a secondary, contrasting decree—prophesying that his descendants will live by the
sword in a harsh, barren territory, serving Jacob's lineage while engaging in a cycle of restless
rebellion.

CONCLUSION AND PRACTICAL HARVEST

The chapter concludes with the swift fracturing of the household. Esau plans fratricide, forcing
Jacob  into  a  twenty-year  exile  to  Haran,  while  Rebekah  passes  away  before  ever  seeing  her
favorite son again. Every actor in this narrative reaps the painful consequences of carnal actions.
Yet, the enduring truth of Genesis 27 remains unchanged: human corruption cannot derail divine
destiny. God never endorses the deception of Jacob or the defiance of Isaac, but He flawlessly
overrules them to preserve the messianic line, proving that His eternal counsel will always stand.
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DISCUSSION & REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 

How did Isaac allow his physical preferences and worldly appetites to compromise his
spiritual leadership? In what areas of life are we most tempted to let our comfort override
the clear directives of God's Word?

2. 

Jacob was primarily concerned with the practical consequences of getting caught rather
than the moral offense of lying to his father. How can we distinguish between a superficial
fear of getting caught and a genuine, biblical conviction of sin?

3. 

Rebekah and Jacob believed they were protecting God's promise, but they used deceptive
means to do so. Why is it dangerous to assume that a good end justifies unrighteous
methods in our families, careers, or ministries?

4. 

Reflect on Isaac’s sudden, violent trembling when the truth was exposed. What does his
immediate declaration ("and he shall be blessed!") teach us about the finality of God's
sovereign choices over human desires?

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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