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SANCTUARY, LABOR, AND TESTING

ITI. THE PURPOSE OF PRE-FALL LABOR

Following human animation, the Lord God planted a specialized, enclosed garden sanctuary on the eastern side of
the vast territory of Eden and placed the man there (Genesis 2:8). Within this pristine microcosm, God caused
beautifully aesthetic and highly nutritional vegetation to sprout. However, certain domestic agricultural fields were

explicitly suspended until man was present to cultivate the ground.

This reveals a profound truth: physical labor was instituted by God *before* the entrance of sin. Work is not a
curse. In its original design, human labor was completely joyful, fulfilling, and perfectly suited to our design. Eden
operated as a sacred temple where daily work and physical stewardship functioned as a continuous lifestyle of

priestly service and spiritual worship offered back to the Creator.

"The tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil."

IV. UNCONFIRMED HOLINESS AND MORAL PROBATION

In the center of this sacred environment stood two unique trees that formed the tangible framework for human
testing. When Adam was brought into real-time existence, he was created in a state of unconfirmed creaturely
holiness. He possessed no internal corruption or sin nature, yet he retained the volatile capacity of free-will choice.

He was not an automated biological robot.

Genuine love requires the freedom to choose obedience or rebellion. To provide a mechanism for this love to be
tested and proven, God gave Adam a single negative boundary line: do not eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of
Good and Evil. Had Adam successfully completed this defined period of probation, his moral nature would have
been permanently confirmed and sealed in holiness—rendering him and his subsequent biological posterity forever
sinless and unable to fall. Though chapter 3 records his failure, chapter 2 stands as a monument to the ultimate

sanctity, freedom, and deep moral accountability under which human life was brought into existence.

GROUP DISCUSSION PROMPTS

1. Since physical work was originally designed to be an act of worship, how can we shift our mindset so that
our routine jobs, careers, and daily tasks are offered as a spiritual service to God rather than a miserable

burden?

2. True love is validated by concrete deeds of obedience rather than mere feelings. How does the reality of
Adam's moral probation challenge you to look at your daily choices? In what areas of your life is your

obedience currently being tested?

Let's Talk Scripture * Small Group Study Series 2



	Small Group Bible Study Lesson
	Sanctuary, Labor, and Testing

