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STANDARD BIBLE STUDY LESSON

The Occasion and Context of the Text

The first-century church at Corinth was highly gifted yet deeply dysfunctional. Imported pagan ideas led the
congregation into carnality and pride. Believers used spiritual gifts, which were meant for unity, as tools for
competition and self-promotion. Paul writes chapters 12-14 to firmly establish order, correcting these acute pastoral

abuses by rooting spiritual gifts in the absolute sovereignty of God.

Verse 7: The True Purpose of Gifting

"But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good."

1 CORINTHIANS 12:7

Paul teaches that a spiritual gift is a phaneraosis—a visible disclosure or uncovering of the Holy Spirit's
presence operating through a believer. Crucially, this manifestation is granted to *each one* (hekasto); no Christian
is left empty-handed. The defining boundary of this gift is pros to sympheron, meaning 'for the common good' or
'corporate profit.'" Spiritual gifts are never intended for private hoarding, personal emotional entertainment, or

competitive vanity. They are a sacred stewardship distributed exclusively to build up the local church.

Verses 8-10: Diversity of Operations

Paul enumerates a representative catalog of gifts, including wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, and
tongues. He underscores that though the gifts are diverse, their source is perfectly unified: they all come through
'the same Spirit." A vital distinction must be maintained regarding these sign-gifts. Endowments such as miracles,
healings, and new revelation through prophecy were foundational, apostolic credentials. They served to validate the
authoritative message of the early church before the completion of scripture. With the passing of the apostles—who
had physically witnessed the resurrected Christ—these temporary sign-gifts ceased, leaving the church to rely upon

the permanent, text-illuminating gifts of teaching, leadership, and service.

Verse 11: The Sovereign Distribution Matrix

"But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills."

1 CORINTHIANS 12:11
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This verse is the key to understanding the allocation of spiritual power. The Spirit actively energizes (energei)
and apportions these gifts to individuals. The ultimate truth lies in the phrase kathos bouletai—'just as He wills.'
The Greek verb is in the middle voice, meaning that the Holy Spirit acts entirely out of His own independent
counsel, for His own benefit and pleasure. This settles the question of whether a Christian can pray for or seek
additional gifts: the answer is a definitive *no*. The allocation is made entirely by divine decree at salvation.

Pleading, crying, or fasting will not alter the Spirit's unchangeable distribution matrix.

Verses 12-18: Corporate Placement and Contentment

"But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired."

1 CORINTHIANS 12:18

Using the analogy of a human body, Paul exposes the absurdity of spiritual envy. If an entire body were an
eye, it would be a dysfunctional monster, incapable of hearing or smelling. Diversity is necessary for survival. Paul
closes in verse 18 by declaring that God has historically and permanently set (etheto) each member into the body
'just as He desired' (kathos eéthelesen). Your spiritual gifting is the fulfillment of God's sovereign pleasure.
Therefore, believers must reject covetousness, practice structural contentment, and faithfully deploy their given

stewardship to the glory of Christ.
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